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was doomed to disappointment, however, because Nadir received a letter
from the Sultan whilst he was at Kirkuk stating that the Shaikhu'l-Islam
had issued a fatvsa which declared lawful the killing or capturing of
Persians, whose religion, it was stated, was contrary to Islam. Simul-
taneously, the Porte had ordered tlajji ^usain Pasha,1 of Mosul, to put
that city into a state of defence.
Owing to the provocative terms of the Sultan's letter, Nadir left Kirkuk
on the 3rd September with the object of taking Mosul. Arbil attempted
resistance, but the Persian artillery speedily forced it to yield. Nadir
then pressed on towards Mosul, his troops plundering and destroying
the villages and devastating the countryside ; amongst the places destroyea
was Karamles, the former Karmelis,3 where Alexander the Great had so
signally defeated Darius Codomannus in 331 b.c. No distinction was
made between Muslims and Christians, and in some villages churches
and monasteries were rased to the ground and the priests and monks
made prisoners.3
On nearing Altun Kopri, the inhabitants came out to greet Nadir
and offer their submission ; they informed him that there was a tribe
of devil-worshippers,4 who were evilly disposed. Nadir sent 12,000
men under his nephew, 'AH Quli Khan, against these Yazidis, who had
collected all their available fighting men. A battle ensued, in which the
tribesmen fought very bravely, but were at length overborne by the
trained Khurasani and other troops. After this battle, 'AH Quli marched
against and carried by assault a mountain stronghold of the Yazidis,
who were not thoroughly crushed, however, before another pitched
battle had been fought. 'AH Quli and his men thereupon returned
to the main army.5
In the meanwhile, itjtusain Pasha of Mosul was busy preparing for the
impending siege ; the numbers of his garrison were raised to 30,000
men when his namesake, the Governor of Aleppo, arrived with his troops.
Encouraged by this timely reinforcement, IJusain Pasha firmly refused to
yield when messengers from Nadir summoned him to do so, and sent his
brother, 'Abdu'l-Fattafr Beg, with part of his forces to oppose the Persian
advance guard. This Turkish force encountered the Persians under
1 Husain Pasha's grandfather, 'Abdnl-Jalil, who was a Christian, had been for long in the service
of the Pasha of Mosul.   For details of the Jalili family, see Niebohr's Rnsebtuknibtmg,
Vol. II, pp. 362 and 363, and Longrigg, op. cit., pp. 338 and 347.
> it was known in Aramaic as Gaugamala, meaning " Camel's Neck " (cf. the Turkish itnk
boyun).
* Habeche, p. 499, and Sulaiman Sa'igh, p. 278.
' The Persian term used is Shaitatt-farast, which means literally " devil-worshipper," and is
evidently intended to denote the Yazidis; it is to be noted, however, that these people
are in reality Devil-propitiators rather than Devil-worshippers.
*.V.N., pp. 20-40.

